Hungary); or concurrently (e.g., France); or slightly later in others (e.g., Federal Republic of Germany). Far more extensive and deliberate government policy responses have already emerged in many of these countries, including substantial provision of out-of-home child-care services as well as work-related benefits for employees who are parents. The experiences of several European countries offer the opportunity for study in a natural laboratory in which one can hold constant parental employment (by the characteristics of the parents) while studying the effects of diverse institutional responses on a variety of outcomes for children. One such study compared the policies and programs of five European countries in addition to those of the United States, examining the nature of the policies, those factors accounting for differences among them, and their costs and benefits (Kamerman and Kahn, 1981). A recent Danish survey of the care of children from birth to age five (Gronhoj, 1981) includes data on parents, their employment status, and selected child outcomes. Research comparing selected outcomes for children in different countries could provide important insights into the consequences of alternative experiences for children, even though these would have to be placed in the context of the individual countries.
EVALUATING THE DIRECT AND INDIRECT OUTCOMES OF GOVERNMENT POLICIES, EMPLOYMENT POLICIES, AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
The panel recommends greater investment in evaluating the direct and indirect outcomes (including the costs and the benefits) of (1) the influence of government policies at different levels (federal, state, local) and of different types (tax, transfer, grant) on institutions (schools, employers, social service agencies, and family members); (2) employment policies and practices (benefits, services, alternative work schedules); and (3) community services and programs (formal and informal, public and private, market and nonmarket). Illustations follow.cies or programs designed to provide D or support to families and children experiencing these changes could :r insights into what is happening, what might be helpful, and why. : findings of such natural experiments could provide the basis for nulating more refined hypotheses for subsequent testing.
